
INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
_________________________________________________________

Twenty years have elapsed since the first edition of this book was prepared, and the need for a reprint has presented the opportunity of making revisions and additions. These are partly the result of continuing research but also of fresh material that has come to light, in particular some ‘missing’ Vestry minute books covering the years 1869-1940. As a result, the book has been extensively rewritten.


The village of Leckhampton lies below the Cotswold escarpment, where prehistoric remains have been found, and it is the location of one of the several moated sites dotted along the Severn Vale. The modern settlement, with its Saxon name, has its origins in the late eighth century. One of its manors listed in the Domesday Survey was for six centuries held by members of but three interrelated families. The manor house survives, now enjoying a renaissance as a Sue Ryder hospice, having served as a hospital in the First World War and a prisoner-of-war camp in the second, and later housing a private school. The village’s medieval layout is hinted at by a few remaining thatched and timbered cottages. Its crowning glory, however, is its 14th-century church, whose slender spire is a conspicuous landmark in local stone. Small wonder that it is listed grade II* by English Heritage.


Leckhampton has deservedly attracted the attention of past historians. The parochial setting and the architectural features and monuments of the church have been described and illustrated in the standard histories of the county (by Sir Robert Atkyns in 1712 and Samuel Rudder in 1779), by David Verey and Alan Brookes in Pevsner’s Buildings of England series, and in articles in such journals as the Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucester Archaeological Society. Short descriptive booklets were written by Leonard Barnard in 1931 and Alfred Bendall in 1956, and a chapter is devoted to the church in Eve Andrew and Eric Brewin’s Leckhampton through the Ages (1979), while Robert Cary Barnard’s Records of Leckhampton, published in 1897, recounts the earlier history of the parish. 


Inspired by such predecessors, this book aims to distil the numerous references to the building and ecclesiastical parish found in all the available sources, published and unpublished, and present them in their historical context. However, much more could be added about the stained glass and the memorials inside the church and about the notable people buried in the churchyard, and these subjects will in due course be covered in another book.


Most of the illustrations are new to this edition. As well as photographs, they include some drawings and engravings showing the church as it appeared in the 18th and 19th centuries. Where no acknowledgement is given, the illustrations are either my own or are taken from the archives of the Local History Society or St Peter’s.


For access to original documents, I thank the appropriate authorities at the Gloucestershire Archives, the Gloucester City Library and Cheltenham Public Library (Local History Collections). I am indebted to Canon George Smith, who originally asked me to undertake this project when he was Rector of Leckhampton and who thereby fostered my interest in Leckhampton’s past, and to the Reverend Paul Wilkinson, the present incumbent, for his encouragement. I also thank expert friends who looked at the draft and made useful suggestions for its improvement, especially Michael Greet who offered guidance on sources and their interpretation when I first embarked on the task. Not least, I thank my wife, Margaret, for her patience during the book’s long preparation and for her help in proof-reading.
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